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(57) ABSTRACT

Disclosed is an apparatus (and method) for charging a battery
having a voltage measuring unit for measuring a voltage, a
controlunit for outputting a charge control signal correspond-
ing to an early charging mode in which the battery is charged
until a voltage of the battery rises to a preset cut-off voltage
(Ve) and a charge control signal corresponding to a late
charging mode in which the battery is charged while lowering
a charge power in phases, and a charging unit for providing a
charge power corresponding to the charge control signal to
the battery, wherein a point of lowering the charge power in
phases is associated with a point at which the voltage of the
battery reaches the cut-off voltage again by the lowered
charge power. Therefore, a voltage level reached at full charge
of a battery may be raised in a simple and efficient way.
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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR CHARGING
BATTERY BY LOWERING CHARGE POWER
IN PHASE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is a continuation of International
Application No. PCT/KR2012/008043 filed on Oct. 4, 2012,
which claims priority to Korean Patent Application No.
10-2011-0100664 filed on Oct. 4, 2011 and Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2012-0110116 filed on Oct. 4, 2012 in the
Republic of Korea, the disclosures of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to an apparatus and method
for charging a battery, and more particularly to an apparatus
and method capable of effectively raising a voltage level
reached at full charge of a battery by improving a charging
algorithm.

BACKGROUND ART

Recently, the demand for portable electronic products such
as notebooks, video cameras, cellular phones or the like is
rapidly increasing, and electric vehicles (EV), hybrid electric
vehicles (HEV), energy storage batteries, robots, satellites or
the like are developed in earnest. Accordingly, a high-perfor-
mance secondary battery allowing repeated charging/dis-
charging is actively studied.

Secondary batteries commercially used at the present
include nickel-cadmium batteries, nickel-hydrogen batteries,
nickel-zinc batteries, lithium secondary batteries or the like,
among which the lithium secondary batteries are in the lime-
light due to their very low self-discharge ratio, high energy
density and free charging/discharging since a memory effect
does not substantially occur in comparison to nickel-based
secondary batteries.

Such a secondary battery is charged to operate within an
operation voltage. An operation voltage of a general lithium
secondary battery is in a range of 3.7V to 4.2V. Therefore,
when the secondary battery is fully charged, the secondary
battery has an open circuit voltage of 4.2V. However, a sec-
ondary battery is not always charged under the same condi-
tion. In other words, a secondary battery may be charged
while being connected to a load or supplying power to a load.
For example, a battery loaded on a hybrid electric vehicle may
receive a charge power from an engine together with supply-
ing power to a vehicle-driving motor. Like this, if a voltage of
a secondary battery is measured while the secondary battery
is being connected to a load or charged/discharged, it is
impossible to measure an accurate voltage of the secondary
battery due to the load effect. As a result, when charging a
secondary battery connected to a load, it is difficult to check
whether the secondary battery reaches full charge by only
measuring a voltage of the secondary battery.

In order to solve this problem, an algorithm for charging a
battery based on a state of charge (SOC) has been proposed.
When a secondary battery supplies power to a load, a current
supplied from the secondary battery to the load is measured,
and then the measured currents are added and stored as a total
discharge quantity. After that, during a charging process, the
secondary battery is not charged based on the voltage of the
secondary battery, but fully charged by a charge current sup-
plied as much as the total discharge quantity. However, this
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technique has problems in that as the number of charging/
discharging processes increases, due to the accumulation of
SOC measurement errors caused during the charging/dis-
charging processes, it becomes more difficult to reach full
charge. Therefore, there is needed a new charging algorithm
capable of achieving full charge.

DISCLOSURE
Technical Problem

The present disclosure is designed to solve the problems of
the related art, and therefore the present disclosure is directed
to providing an apparatus and method capable of efficiently
charging a battery in a simple way.

Technical Solution

In one aspect of the present disclosure, there is provided an
apparatus for charging a battery, which includes a voltage
measuring unit for measuring a voltage of a battery; a control
unit for outputting a charge control signal corresponding to an
early charging mode in which the battery is charged until a
voltage of the battery rises to a preset cut-off voltage Vc and
a charge control signal corresponding to a late charging mode
in which the battery is charged while lowering a charge power
in phases; and a charging unit for providing a charge power
corresponding to the charge control signal to the battery,
wherein a point of lowering the charge power in phases is
associated with a point at which the voltage of the battery
reaches the cut-off voltage again by the lowered charge
power.

According to the present disclosure, the cut-off voltage Vc
may be set higher than an open circuit voltage when the
battery is fully charged. Preferably, the cut-off voltage Vc
may be set so that an open circuit voltage when the battery
finishes charging is 95% or above an open circuit voltage
when the battery is fully charged.

According to the present disclosure, the early charging
mode may charge the battery by means of a constant-power
manner, a constant-current manner, a constant-voltage man-
ner, or their mixtures.

Meanwhile, in the late charging mode, a phased decrement
AP of the charge power may be set to be %5 or below a charge
power CPO0 applied when the early charging mode terminates.

In addition, in the late charging mode, a phased decrement
AP of'the charge power may be set to be constant or may be set
to proportionally increase or decrease.

According to the present disclosure, the late charging mode
may terminate when a charge power level at the present point,
which has been lowered in phases, reaches a preset critical
value. For example, the critical value may be set to be 0 W.

The apparatus for charging a battery according to the
present disclosure may further include a memory unit that
stores the cut-off voltage, the phased decrement of the charge
power, and a charge power condition when the late charging
mode terminates.

The apparatus for charging a battery according to the
present disclosure may be one component of a battery driving
system which includes a battery and a load for receiving
power from the battery.

Thebattery driving system may be an electric vehicle (EV),
a hybrid electric vehicle (HEV), an electric bike (E-Bike), a
power tool, an energy storage system, an uninterruptable
power supply (UPS), a portable computer, a cellular phone, a
portable audio device, a portable video device or the like, and
the load may be a motor for giving a rotating force by the
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power supplied by the battery or a power conversion circuit
for converting the power supplied by the battery into power
required by various circuit parts.

The apparatus for charging a battery according to the
present disclosure may be one component of a battery pack
which includes a cell assembly in which a plurality of battery
cells is connected in series or in parallel and a battery man-
agement system (BMS) for controlling charging/discharging
of the cell assembly.

In this case, the battery charging apparatus may be inte-
grated with the BMS or configure a separate circuit device.

In another aspect of the present disclosure, there is also
provided a method for charging a battery, which includes an
early charging stage in which a battery is charged until a
voltage of the battery rises to a preset cut-off voltage Vc; and
a late charging stage in which the battery is charged while
lowering a charge power in phases, wherein a point of low-
ering the charge power in phases is associated with a point at
which the voltage of the battery reaches the cut-off voltage
again by the lowered charge power.

Advantageous Effects

According to an aspect of the present disclosure, it is pos-
sible to raise a voltage level reached at full charge of a battery
in a simple and efficient way.

According to another aspect of the present disclosure, a
voltage level reached at full charge of a battery may be raised
by setting a cut-off voltage V¢ and a phased charge power
decrement AP in consideration of characteristics of a battery
to be charged, service environments or the like.

According to another aspect of the present disclosure, since
a charging process is not performed based on a measurement
error which may occur during repeated charging processes, a
voltage level reached at full charge of a battery may be raised
regardless of the number of charging processes.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings illustrate preferred embodi-
ments of the present disclosure and, together with the fore-
going disclosure, serve to provide further understanding of
the technical spirit of the present disclosure. However, the
present disclosure is not to be construed as being limited to
the drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematically showing a func-
tional configuration of an apparatus for charging a battery
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a graph showing a voltage profile of a battery in an
early charging mode and a late charging mode according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a graph showing a variation profile of a charge
power in the early charging mode and the late charging mode
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 4is aschematic flowchart for illustrating a method for
charging a battery according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

BEST MODE

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the present disclo-
sure will be described in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings. Prior to the description, it should be under-
stood that the terms used in the specification and the appended
claims should not be construed as limited to general and
dictionary meanings, but interpreted based on the meanings
and concepts corresponding to technical aspects of the
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present disclosure on the basis of the principle that the inven-
tor is allowed to define terms appropriately for the best expla-
nation. Therefore, the description proposed herein is just a
preferable example for the purpose of illustrations only, not
intended to limit the scope of the disclosure, so it should be
understood that other equivalents and modifications could be
made thereto without departing from the spirit and scope of
the disclosure.

First, a battery charging apparatus 100 according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure will be described.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematically showing a func-
tional configuration of a battery charging apparatus 100
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 1, the battery charging apparatus 100
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure
includes a voltage measuring unit 110, a control unit 120 and
a charging unit 130.

The voltage measuring unit 110 measures a voltage of a
battery while the battery is being charged. The technique for
measuring a voltage of a battery is well known in the art and
thus not described in detail here.

The control unit 120 controls the charging unit 130 by
means of an early charging mode and a late charging mode.
The early charging mode is a charging mode in which a
battery is initially charged with a preset early charge power
until a voltage of the battery measured by the voltage mea-
suring unit 110 rises to a preset cut-off voltage Vc. The late
charging mode is a charging mode in which the battery is
charged while lowering a late charge power in phases based
on the charge power when the early charging mode termi-
nates. The control unit 120 outputs charge control signals
corresponding to both charging modes to the charging unit
130.

The charging unit 130 provides a charge power, which
corresponds to the charge control signal output by the control
unit 120, to the battery. For this, the charging unit 130 is
electrically coupled to a power supply unit (not shown) which
supplies power required for generation of a charge power. The
power supply unit may be, for example, a common electrical
grid, a bulk power storage device, a generator or the like, but
the present disclosure is not limited thereto. The charging
technique for giving a charge power of a certain magnitude to
a battery is already well known in the art and thus not
described in detail here.

Hereinafter, the early charging mode and the late charging
mode will be described in more detail with reference to FIGS.
2 and 3.

FIGS. 2 and 3 are graphs showing a voltage profile of a
battery and a variation profile of a charge power according to
an early charging mode and a late charging mode, respec-
tively.

First, in the early charging mode, the control unit 120
controls the charging unit 130 so that the battery is charged
with a preset early charge power CP0. The early charge power
CP0 may be set in various ways according to characteristics
of a battery to be charged and user requirements. Therefore,
the early charging mode may be performed by means of a
constant-power manner, a constant-current manner, a con-
stant-voltage manner, or their mixtures.

Eventhough FIGS. 2 and 3 show a case in which the battery
is charged with the early charge power CP0 in a constant-
power manner, it is obvious that the early charge power CP0
may have a fixed magnitude or a varying magnitude during a
charging process depending on the charging manner. In addi-
tion, in the early charging mode, the control unit 120 controls
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so that the battery is charged until a voltage of the battery
measured by the voltage measuring unit 110 rises to a preset
cut-off voltage Vc.

According to the present disclosure, the cut-off voltage Vc
is set higher than an open circuit voltage when the battery is
fully charged. This considers that a voltage of a battery during
a charging process is higher than an open circuit voltage. If
the cut-off voltage Vc is set higher than the open circuit
voltage when the battery is fully charged as described above,
a voltage reached at full charge may be raised more effi-
ciently.

Preferably, the cut-off voltage Vc may be set so that an
open circuit voltage of the battery when the battery finishes
charging is 95% or above an open circuit voltage when the
battery is fully charged. According to the present disclosure,
an open circuit voltage when the battery finishes charging
varies according to a set value of the cut-off voltage Vc.
Therefore, various cut-off voltages V¢ may be set for a battery
to be actually used, and actual charging experiments may be
performed according to various cut-off voltages Ve to obtain
various open circuit voltages when the battery finishes charg-
ing. At this time, among the various open circuit voltages
when the battery finishes charging, obtained through experi-
ments, an open circuit voltage when the battery finishes
charging corresponding to 95% or above the open circuit
voltage when the battery is fully charged may be found.
Therefore, a cut-off voltage Ve corresponding to the open
circuit voltage when the battery finishes charging, which is
95% or above the open circuit voltage when the battery is
fully charged, may be setas a cut-off voltage V¢ of the present
disclosure.

As described above, the cut-off voltage Vc may be set
variously according to characteristics of a battery to be
charged and user requirements. If the cut-off voltage Vc is set
variously according to characteristics of the battery, a voltage
reached at full charge may be raised more efficiently.

Next, in the late charging mode, the control unit 120 con-
trols the charging unit 130 so that the battery is charged while
lowering a charge power in phases based on the charge power
at the point when the early charging mode terminates. At this
time, the point of lowering a charge power in phases is asso-
ciated with a point at which a voltage of the battery measured
by the voltage measuring unit 110 reaches the cut-off voltage
Ve by the lowered charge point.

In more detail, if a voltage of the battery charged with the
early charge power CP0 reaches the cut-off voltage Ve, the
control unit 120 controls the charging unit 130 so that the
battery is charged with a late charge power CP1, which is
obtained by lowering as much as a preset decrement AP from
the charge power CP0 at the point when the early charging
mode terminates. If the charging unit 130 charges the battery
with the late charge power CP1 so that the voltage of the
battery reaches the cut-off voltage V¢ again, the control unit
120 controls the charging unit 130 again so that the battery is
charged with a late charge power CP2 which is obtained by
lowering as much as a preset decrement AP from the late
charge power CP1. The process of lowering a charge power in
phases in association with the cut-off voltage V¢ repeats until
alevel of the charge power decreases to a preset critical value.

When outputting a charge control signal to the charging
unit 130 in order to lower the late charge power in phases, the
control unit 120 may output to the charging unit 130 a charge
control signal for lowering a charge voltage, lowering a
charge current, or lowering both the charge voltage and the
charge current.

For example, whenever the voltage of the battery reaches
the cut-off voltage Vc, the charge voltage output from the
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charging unit 130 may be gradually lowered to approach the
cut-oft voltage V¢, and simultaneously a charge current out-
put from the charging unit 130 may also be gradually lowered.
At this time, the control unit 120 outputs the charge control
signal so that a multiplication of the lowered charge voltage
and the lowered charge current corresponds to the preset
charge power decrement AP.

As another example, whenever the voltage of the battery
reaches the cut-off voltage Vc, the charge voltage output from
the charging unit 130 may be raised, and simultaneously the
charge current output from the charging unit 130 may be
gradually lowered. At this time, the increment of the charge
voltage may be suitably set for good charging in consider-
ation of the cut-off voltage V¢ of the battery or an estimated
present charge quantity of the battery. In other words, as the
late charging continues to perform, the charge quantity of the
battery will increase. At this time, even if charging is not
stopped and the open circuit voltage of the battery is not
directly measured, the estimated open circuit voltage of the
battery will still rise gradually. Therefore, the control unit 120
may output a charge control signal so that a voltage difference
between the charging unit 130 and the battery may be main-
tained. Here, the control unit 120 outputs the charge control
signal so that a multiplication of the raised charge voltage and
the lowered charge current corresponds to the preset charge
power decrement AP. At this time, the increment of the charge
voltage may be preset and stored in the memory unit 140. If
the charge power is controlled as above, the open circuit
voltage of when the battery is fully charged may be increased
to the maximum available voltage range of the battery.

FIGS. 2 and 3 show an example in which a charge power is
lowered six times by the same level based on the charge power
CP0 when the early charging mode terminates, thereby ter-
minating the late charging mode when the charge power
becomes 0 W. However, the phased decrement AP of the
charge power and the critical value of the charge power at
which the late charging mode terminates may be set variously
according to characteristics of the battery.

Meanwhile, in the embodiment depicted in FIG. 2, if the
voltage of the battery reaches the cut-off voltage Ve, the
charging process is interrupted for a moment, and then the
battery is charged again after the voltage of the battery is
stabilized. Generally, a voltage of a battery measured during
a charging process is higher than an open circuit voltage
(OCV) of the battery, and if the charging process is inter-
rupted, the battery voltage is slightly lowered while the volt-
age of the battery is stabilized. FIG. 2 is to facilitate under-
standing of the voltage of the battery reaching the preset
cut-oft voltage V¢ again, and in this embodiment, a short
suspension period is given if the voltage of the battery reaches
the cut-off voltage Vc. However, in the present disclosure, a
battery may be charged without any suspension period after a
voltage of the battery reaches the cut-off voltage Ve, or a
battery may also be charged with a shorter suspension period
than the embodiment of FIG. 2. Therefore, the present dis-
closure is not limited to the embodiment depicted in FIG. 2.

Preferably, the phased decrement AP of the charge power is
V5 or below the charge power CP0 applied when the early
charging mode terminates. In addition, the phased decrement
AP of the charge power may be constant or may proportion-
ally increase or decrease.

Meanwhile, the battery charging apparatus 100 according
to the present disclosure may further include a memory unit
140 which stores the cut-off voltage V¢, the phased decrement
AP of the charge power, and the charge power condition
(critical value) when the late charging mode terminates.
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The memory unit 140 may be a semiconductor element
such as RAM, ROM, EEPROM, which is well known in the
art as a unit capable of recording or erasing data, or a mass
storage medium such as a hard disk, but the present disclosure
is not limited thereto.

The control unit 120 may be a microprocessor capable of
executing program codes for performing a dualized charging
mode according to the present disclosure. As an alternative,
the control unit 120 may be a semiconductor chip which
implements control flows of the dualized charging mode
according to the present disclosure as logic circuits. However,
the present disclosure is not limited thereto.

The battery charging apparatus according to the present
disclosure may be one component of a battery driving system
which includes a battery and a load supplied with power from
the battery.

The battery driving system may be, for example, an electric
vehicle (EV), ahybrid electric vehicle (HEV), an electric bike
(E-Bike), a power tool, an energy storage system, an uninter-
ruptable power supply (UPS), a portable computer, a cellular
phone, a portable audio device, a portable video device or the
like, and the load may be, for example, a motor for giving a
rotating force by the power supplied by the battery or a power
conversion circuit for converting the power supplied by the
battery into power required by various circuit parts.

Further, the battery charging apparatus according to the
present disclosure may be one component of a battery pack
which includes a cell assembly in which a plurality of battery
cells is connected in series or in parallel and a battery man-
agement system (BMS) for controlling charging/discharging
of the cell assembly. In this case, the battery charging appa-
ratus may be integrated with the BMS or configure a separate
circuit device.

Hereinafter, a method for charging a battery according to
an embodiment of the present disclosure will be described.
Regarding the method for charging a battery according to the
present disclosure, any component or operation already
described in detail in relation to the battery charging appara-
tus 100 will not be described again.

The method for charging a battery according to the present
disclosure includes an early charging stage and a late charg-
ing stage. The early charging stage is a stage in which a
battery is charged until a voltage of the battery rises to the
preset cut-off voltage Ve, and the late charging stage is a state
in which the battery is charged while lowering the charge
power in phases. At this time, a point of lowering the charge
power in phases is associated with a point at which the voltage
of the battery reaches the cut-off voltage Vc again by the
lowered charge power.

The method for charging a battery according to the present
disclosure will be described with reference to FIGS. 1 and 4.

FIG. 4is aschematic flowchart for illustrating a method for
charging a battery according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure. In FIG. 4, Steps S410 and S420 correspond to the
early charging stage, and Steps S430 to S460 correspond to
the late charging stage.

Referring to FIG. 4, first, in S410 of the early charging
stage, the control unit 120 controls the charging unit 130 so
that the battery is charged with a preset early charge power.
The early charging stage may use a constant-power manner, a
constant-current manner, a constant-voltage manner, or their
mixtures.

Next, in Step S420, the control unit 120 determines
whether the voltage of the battery measured by the voltage
measuring unit 110 rises to the preset cut-off voltage Ve. If the
voltage of the battery does not reach the cut-off voltage Vc,
the process returns to Step S410 and continues the charging
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process. Meanwhile, if the voltage of the battery reaches the
cut-oft voltage V¢, the early charging stage terminates and the
process proceeds to Step S430 of the late charging stage.

In S430 of the late charging stage, the control unit 120
lowers the charge power at the point when the early charging
mode terminates by a preset phased charge power decrement
AP. The phased charge power decrement AP may be constant
or may proportionally increase or decrease.

In addition, the process proceeds to Step S440 to determine
whether the charge power lowered in Step S430 reaches the
critical value. If the lowered charge power reaches the critical
value, the charging process terminates. Meanwhile, if the
lowered charge power does not reach the critical value, the
process proceeds to Step S450.

In Step S450, the control unit 120 outputs a control signal
corresponding to the lowered charge power, namely the late
charging stage, to the charging unit 130 and thus controls the
charging unit 130 so that the battery is charged with a late
charge power CPn.

Next, in Step S460, the control unit 120 determines
whether the voltage of the battery measured by the voltage
measuring unit 110 rises to the preset cut-off voltage Ve. If the
voltage of the battery does not reach the cut-oft voltage Vc,
the process returns to Step S450 to continue the charging
process. Meanwhile, if the voltage of the battery reaches the
cut-oft voltage Vc, the process returns to Step S430.

As above, the control unit 120 lowers the charge power in
phases and performs the late charging stage until the charge
power reaches the preset critical value, and finishes the charg-
ing process if the charge power reaches the preset critical
value. For example, the critical value may be 0 W.

As described above, the cut-off voltage Vc is set higher
than the open circuit voltage when the battery is fully charged,
and preferably, the cut-off voltage Vc may be set so that the
open circuit voltage of the battery when the battery finishes
charging is 95% or above the open circuit voltage when the
battery is fully charged.

According to the present disclosure, in the late charging
stage, the phased charge power decrement AP may be %5 or
below the charge power CP0 applied when the early charging
stage terminates. In addition, the phased charge power dec-
rement AP may be constant or may proportionally increase or
decrease.

The method for charging a battery according to the present
disclosure may further include a storing step for storing the
cut-oft voltage Vc, the phased charge power decrement AP,
and a charge power condition when the late charging stage
terminates, in the memory unit 140.

According to the present disclosure, a voltage level reached
at full charge of a battery may be raised in a simple and
efficient way. In addition, a voltage level reached at full
charge of a battery may be raised by setting a cut-off voltage
Ve and a phased charge power decrement AP in consideration
of characteristics of a battery to be charged, service environ-
ments or the like. Further, since a charging process is not
performed based on a measurement error which may occur
during repeated charging processes, a voltage level reached at
full charge of a battery may be raised regardless of the number
of charging processes.

Experimental Example

Hereinafter, the present disclosure will be described in
more detail based on an experimental example. However, this
experimental example is just for illustration, and the present
disclosure is not limited thereto.
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First, the battery charging apparatus according to the
present disclosure was connected to a fully-charged lithium
secondary battery having a capacity of 43.5 Ah, and then the
lithium secondary battery was placed in a chamber which was
maintained at a normal temperature. After that, while con-
stantly maintaining a charge power of 2.1 kW, the early charg-
ing mode was performed until a voltage of the battery rose to
4.135V which corresponds to the cut-off voltage Vc. Subse-
quently, while lowering the charge power from 2.1 kW to 0.3
kW in phases, the late charging mode was performed. At this
time, the point of lowering the charge power was associated
with a point at which the voltage of the battery rose to the
cut-oft voltage V¢ by the lowered charge power. In addition,
the charge power was lowered seven times in total, and the
late charging mode terminated when the charge power
became 0 W.

After the battery was completely charged according to the
experimental conditions, the open circuit voltage of the bat-
tery was measured as 4.1253 V. Meanwhile, for the lithium
secondary battery used in this experiment, the lower limit of
the charging open circuit voltage corresponding to 100% of
the SOC was 4.2 V. However, in order to prevent overcharg-
ing, the fully-charging open circuit voltage of the lithium
secondary battery was set as 4.12 V which corresponds to
95% of the SOC, while remaining a margin of about 5%.
However, after applying the battery charging method accord-
ing to the present disclosure, it was found that the open circuit
voltage of the battery had risen to 4.1253 V which corre-
sponds to 95.38%. From this experiment result, it may be
understood that if a battery is charged according to the present
disclosure, a level of an open circuit voltage reached at full
charge of'a battery may be raised in a simple and efficient way,
thereby enhancing the capacity of the battery.

The present disclosure has been described in detail. How-
ever, it should be understood that the detailed description and
specific examples, while indicating preferred embodiments
of the disclosure, are given by way of illustration only, since
various changes and modifications within the spirit and scope
of' the disclosure will become apparent to those skilled in the
art from this detailed description.

In addition, it should be understood that the components or
elements of the battery charging apparatus 100 of the present
disclosure shown in FIG. 1 or the like may not be physically
but rather logically distinguished therebetween.

In other words, it should be interpreted that since each
component or element of the battery pack according to the
present invention is a logic component or element, they fall
within the spirit or scope of the invention if they perform a
function of a logic feature of the present invention whether
they operate separately or integratedly, and even though they
are named otherwise, they fall within the spirit or scope of the
invention if they perform the same or similar function.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for charging a battery, comprising:

a voltage measuring unit for measuring a voltage of a
battery;

a control unit for outputting a charge control signal corre-
sponding to an early charging mode in which the battery
is charged until a voltage of the battery rises to a preset
cut-oft voltage (Vc¢) and a charge control signal corre-
sponding to a late charging mode in which the battery is
charged while lowering a charge power in phases; and

a charging unit for providing a charge power correspond-
ing to the charge control signal to the battery,
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wherein a point of lowering the charge power in phases is
associated with a point at which the voltage of the bat-
tery reaches the cut-off voltage again by the lowered
charge power,
wherein, in the late charging mode, the control unit outputs
the charge control signal for lowering both a charge
voltage and a charge current or the control unit outputs
the charge control signal for lowering the charge current,
wherein, when outputting the charge control signal for
lowering both the charge voltage and the charge current
in the late charging mode, the control unit outputs the
charge control signal so that the charge voltage
approaches the cut-off voltage, and
wherein, when outputting the charge control signal for
lowering the charge current in the late charging mode,
the control unit outputs the charge control signal so that
the charge voltage rises according to a preset voltage
range.
2. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
1, wherein the cut-oft voltage (Vc¢) is set higher than an open
circuit voltage when the battery is fully charged.
3. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
1, wherein the cut-off voltage (Vc) is set so that an open
circuit voltage when the battery finishes charging is 95% or
above an open circuit voltage when the battery is fully
charged.
4. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
1, wherein in the late charging mode, a phased decrement
(AP) of the charge power is V5 or below a charge power (CP0)
applied when the early charging mode terminates.
5. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
1, wherein in the late charging mode, a phased decrement
(AP) of the charge power is constant.
6. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
1, wherein in the late charging mode, a phased decrement
(AP) of the charge power proportionally increases or
decreases.
7. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
1, wherein the late charging mode terminates when a charge
power level at the present point, which has been lowered in
phases, reaches a preset critical value.
8. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
7, wherein the critical value is 0 W.
9. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
1, wherein in the late charging mode, a phased decrement
(AP) of the charge power is constant, and
wherein the late charging mode terminates when a charge
power level at the present point, which has been lowered
in phases, reaches a preset critical value.
10. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
9, wherein the critical value is 0 W.
11. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
1, wherein in the early charging mode, the battery is charged
by means of a constant-power manner, a constant-current
manner, a constant-voltage manner, or their mixtures.
12. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
1, wherein, in the late charging mode, the control unit outputs
the charge control signal for lowering both the voltage and the
charge current.
13. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
1, wherein, in the late charging mode, the control unit outputs
the charge control signal for lowering the charge current.
14. The apparatus for charging a battery according to claim
1, further comprising a memory unit that stores the cut-off
voltage, the phased decrement of the charge power, and a
charge power condition when the late charging mode termi-
nates.
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15. A battery driving system, comprising:

a battery;

a load for receiving power from the battery; and

an apparatus for charging a battery, defined in claim 1.

16. The battery driving system according to claim 15,
wherein the load is an electric-driven unit or a portable
device.

17. A battery pack, comprising:

a battery; and

an apparatus for charging a battery, defined in claim 1.

18. A method for charging a battery, comprising:

an early charging stage in which a battery is charged until

a voltage of the battery rises to a preset cut-off voltage
(Ve¢); and

a late charging stage in which the battery is charged while

lowering a charge power in phases,

wherein a point of lowering the charge power in phases is

associated with a point at which the voltage of the bat-
tery reaches the cut-off voltage again by the lowered
charge power,

wherein the late charging stage lowers the charge power in

phases by lowering both a charge voltage and a charge
current or by lowering the charge voltage,

wherein, when outputting a charge control signal for low-

ering both the charge voltage and the charge current, the
late charging stage lowers the charge power in phases so
that the charge voltage approaches the cut-off voltage,
and

wherein, when outputting the charge control signal for

lowering the charge current, the late charging stage low-
ers the charge power in phases so that the charge voltage
rises according to a preset voltage range.

19. The method for charging a battery according to claim
18, wherein the cut-oft voltage (V¢) is set higher than an open
circuit voltage when the battery is fully charged.

20. The method for charging a battery according to claim
18, wherein the cut-off voltage (Vc) is set so that an open
circuit voltage when the battery finishes charging is 95% or
above an open circuit voltage when the battery is fully
charged.

21. The method for charging a battery according to claim
18, wherein in the late charging stage, a phased decrement
(AP) of the charge power is V5 or below a charge power (CP0)
applied when the early charging stage terminates.
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22. The method for charging a battery according to claim
18, wherein in the late charging stage, a phased decrement
(AP) of the charge power is constant.

23. The method for charging a battery according to claim
18, wherein in the late charging stage, a phased decrement
(AP) of the charge power proportionally increases or
decreases.

24. The method for charging a battery according to claim
18, wherein the late charging stage terminates when a charge
power level at the present point, which has been lowered in
phases, reaches a preset critical value.

25. The method for charging a battery according to claim
24, wherein the critical value is 0 W.

26. The method for charging a battery according to claim
18, wherein in the late charging stage, a phased decrement
(AP) of the charge power is constant, and

wherein the late charging stage terminates when a charge

power level at the present point, which has been lowered
in phases, reaches a preset critical value.

27. The method for charging a battery according to claim
26, wherein the critical value is 0 W.

28. The method for charging a battery according to claim
18, wherein in the early charging stage, the battery is charged
by means of a constant-power manner, a constant-current
manner, a constant-voltage manner, or their mixtures.

29. The method for charging a battery according to claim
18, wherein, in the late charging state, outputting the control
signal for lowering both the charge voltage and the charge
current, the late charging stage lowers the charge power in
phases so that the charge voltage approaches the cut-off volt-
age.
30. The method for charging a battery according to claim
18, wherein, in the late charging state, outputting the control
signal for lowering the charge current, the late charging stage
lowers the charge power in phases so that the charge voltage
rises according to a preset voltage range.

31. The method for charging a battery according to claim
18, further comprising:

storing the cut-off voltage, the phased decrement of the

charge power, and a charge power condition when the
late charging stage terminates.

#* #* #* #* #*



